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Chapter One 
Man’s Capacity for God 

(Compendium of the Catechism, Question #2-5, CCC #27-49) 
 

   1. How can men and women communicate with God? How can we hear Him and then 
respond to Him? To enter into personal communion with the Almighty, man would need the 
desire for God and the ability to perceive God.  
 
    2. The CCC #27 states that the "desire for God is written in the human heart because man is 
created by God and for God, and God never ceases to draw man to himself." Consider for a 
moment what that means. He knew we would fall into sin, so we are made with a natural desire 
for him. You could say that God was saving us from the beginning. If you search recorded 
history, man has always been searching for a higher power. We have a natural sense of the 
good in people and society. 
 
   3. Another way we can speak of God is through what’s called human reason. “God, the first 
principle and last end of all things, can be known with certainty from the created world by the 
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natural light of human reason."(CCC #36, First Vatican Council). The use of reason is the ability 
of the mind to take facts or observations and make conclusions. Every person can use reason 
because we are made in God's image. Without the ability to use reason, we could not grow in 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
   4. Human reason can only see or know so much. Human reason can give us knowledge when 
it comes to those things we can see and observe. What about those realities that are divine? 
For that purpose, God gives us the great gift of faith. “Man needs to be enlightened by 
revelation to grasp realities beyond our understanding and to confirm the moral truths that are 
within our understanding." (CCC #38, Pius XII Humani Generis). 
 
   5. Let's summarize what has been said, God wants to communicate his life to humanity. He 
wants to reveal the Way, the Truth, and the blessed Life we were created for. We were created 
with the natural desire for the truth and the true good, to receive the revelation of God. We are 
given human reason to help open our minds to faith. These gifts prepare us to receive God’s 
revelation of himself. Now that man desires to seek God, God comes to meet us through Divine 
Revelation. 

 
 
 

Our Next reflection: God Comes to Meet Man, CCC 50-73 
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